
 
 

 
Performance Schedule 

 
 
Fall Gala 
September 14, 2008 4:00pm, Alice Bassler Sullivan Theatre 
 
ADT Presents  
October 18, 2008 7:30pm, Discovery Theatre 
 
Winter Repertory Concert 
February 27 & 28, 2009 7:30pm, Discovery Theatre 
 
Intersections-Alaska Dance Theatre & James Sewell Ballet  
April 24, 2009 7:30pm, Discovery Theatre 
 
Petit Pas Series 
October 10, 2008, 6:00pm, Alice Bassler Sullivan Theatre 
February 20, 2009, 6:00pm, Alice Bassler Sullivan Theatre 
April 10, 2009, 6:00pm, Alice Bassler Sullivan Theatre 
 
Favorite Tales and Stories 
Dec. 7, 2008, 2:00pm & 5:00pm  Alice Bassler Sullivan Theatre 
 
Choreographer’s Showcase 
April 3, 2009, 7:00pm Alice Bassler Sullivan Theatre 
 
School of ADT Student Showcase 
May 16, 2009, 7:00pm 
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Mission Statement 

Alaska Dance Theatre (ADT), founded in 1981, is the premiere nonprofit 
dance organization in Alaska. It’s mission is to promote dance through 
professional education, performance and advocacy in Alaska and to provide 
a recognized artistic element within the dance community for local and 
visiting artists to expand their creative talent while nurturing discipline, 
confidence, fitness and the experience of movement. Believing that dance is 
for everyone, Alaska Dance Theatre strives to keep its programs affordable 
to a wide range of the population. 
School Philosophy 

The School is based on classical ballet with a syllabus reflecting a blend 
of Vaganova and Checchetti Ballet technique. Classes in the School 
Division, Ballet, Modern, Jazz and Creative Movement, can lead to the Pre-
Professional Level and are offered on an academic year basis. The Open 
Division classes, Ballet, Modern, Jazz, Musical Theater, Hip-Hop, Yoga, 
Pilates, youth/adult Tap and Social Dance, are offered on a semester basis 
and are designed for the more recreationally minded dancer. Students from 
3 through adult may enroll in either division with certain age and ability 
restrictions. Placement in the Pre-Professional Program and upper level 
Jazz classes is by audition. A thriving accompanist program provides live 
piano music for most ballet classes and other live instrumental 
accompaniment for modern classes. Workshops with guest teachers and 
residencies with professional dance companies are offered throughout the 
season. 

The School of Alaska Dance Theatre instructors endeavor to help all 
students learn dance technique through careful attention to proper alignment 
as well as anatomical differences and physiological conditions. Pedagogy is 
introduced at a pace matching the student’s ability to physically and mentally 
absorb the challenge of more strenuous activity. Students and parents 
should be reminded that dance is an athletic skill. Teachers use physical 
contact with the student in the classroom to assist in instruction. Please 
discuss this with your child. 
 

A volunteer Board of Trustees governs both the Company and the School of 
Alaska Dance Theatre. In addition to overseeing the operations of the organization 
the Board of Trustees is charged with raising funds to assist in keeping the programs 
affordable to all.  
 
Alaska Dance Theatre is supported in part by contributions from individuals, businesses, 
corporations, foundations, the Municipality of Anchorage through funds appropriated by the 
Assembly and administered by the Alaska Arts & Culture Foundation, the Alaska State Council 
on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts 
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How can I see….? 
 
Alaska Dance Theatre Company? The Company performs on three 
MainStage shows per year, Oct., Feb., April/May as well as in the 
Showcase. The Company is also featured during Out of the Box 
performances and many other guest appearances. Check their schedule on 
line at alaskadancetheatre.org. 
 
My child in class? Observations weeks are held each month from either the 
foyer or in the studios. Please check alaskadancetheatre.org. or the Notice 
Board in the Lobby. 
 
A rehearsal? Generally rehearsals are closed to the public. At special times 
a company rehearsal may be open for viewing. Notices will be posted on the 
Notice Board in the Lobby. Make sure you are on our email list as we also 
send out email notices. In rare occasions we do allow parents or siblings to 
attend a theatre rehearsal if they are unable to attend the show. We do 
charge a regular admission fee for this.  
 
An Out of the Box performance? Tickets for the Out of the Box Series are 
available at the front desk. Schedules are posted on the Notice Board and 
are on line at  alaskadancetheatre.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Non-Discrimination 

Alaska Dance Theatre is an equal opportunity school of dance. Alaska Dance 
theatre does not refuse, withhold from, or deny to a person any of its services, goods, 
facilities, advantages, or privileges because of sex, physical or mental disability, 
marital status, changes in marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, race, religion, color, 
or national origin. 
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Where can I find….. 
 
The School Calendar & Schedule? The School Calendar & Schedule can be 
found on the web site at alaskadancetheatre.org. Printed copies are 
available at the front desk. 
 
The School Handbook? The Handbook is on the web site 
alaskadancetheatre.org. The front desk has a copy to review. 
  
Photos of Showcase Performance? Photo order forms are available here. 
Processed orders can be picked up at Memory Makers. 
 
Showcase Video Order Forms? Ask the front office staff. 
 
Biographies of the Instructors? Biographies can be found on the web site 
alaskadancetheatre.org and at the front counter.  
 
Performance Schedules for the Company? The Performance schedule for 
the Company is on line at alaskadancetheatre.org and posted on the notice 
board in the lobby. 
 
Tickets to Performances? Tickets can be purchased through Centertix either 
on line at centertix.net, by phone 263-2787, or in person at the Centertix box 
office in the Alaska Center for the Performing Arts.  
 
A Program Advertising Packet? Please contact Sue Joyce, Executive 
Assistant and she will send you the information. 
 
Raffle Tickets? Raffle Tickets are available after March 17 at the front office. 
Incentive prizes for top sellers will be awarded after the Showcase 
performance.  
 
Proper dance clothing? Both Alaska Dancer Emporium, 333-2623, and 
Action Apparel, 276-1464, carry the styles and color of leotards and tights 
that Alaska Dance Theatre requires for dress code.  
 
Videos or books about Dance? The Rasmuson Library has both videos, 
dvd’s and books about many dance subjects. Ask the front office for 
assistance in checking out one of these great resources. 
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Artistic Staff 
Alice Bassler Sullivan, Artistic & School Director 
asullivan@alaskadancetheatre.org 
 
Courtland Weaver, Associate Director 
cweaver@alaskadancetheatre.org 
 
Faculty: Please visit alaskadancetheatre.org for complete biographies.  
 
Stephanie Tuley:  Ballet  
Sarah Grunwaldt:  Ballet , Creative Movement 
Heather McEwen:  Ballet  
Leslie Kimiko Ward: Creative Movement & Jazz Program Coordinator 
Deana Chambers: Creative Movement, Ballet 
Tracy Nickerson: Ballet 
Dorthy Fredenberg: Hip-Hop 
Valerie Thurston: Tap & Jazz 
Chelsea Higgins:  Creative Movement 
Walter Barillas:  Modern  
Sarah Alvarez:  Musical Theater 
 
Encore Instructors:  
Mary Ellen Kisley Darling: Yoga Fit  
Kathy Burgoyne: Belly Dance Fusion 
Joyce Mayer: Pilates 
Ritmovida Staff: Social Dance 
 
Accompanists:  Sam Franklin, Liz Malys, Larissa Melnik, Margarita 
Merkusheva, Richard Poland, Alexander Zlatkovsky 
 

Administrative Staff 
Michelle Guisinger,  Executive Director      mbartell@alaskadancetheatre.org 
Tracy Nickerson, Office & School Manager tnickerson@alaskadancetheatre.org  
 
Alaska Dance Theatre Office 
Telephone: 907-277-9591  Fax: 907-274-3078 
Email: info@alaskadancetheatre.org 
Address: 550 E 33rd Ave. Anchorage, AK.  99503 
Website: alaskadancetheatre.org 
 
Office hours: August 25 - December 20, 2008 & January - May 9, 2009 
Monday-Friday 9:30am - 7:30pm 
Saturday 9:30am - 5:30pm 
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Please contact the front office if you…? 
Want to register or have a question about a class. 
 
Have a question about class placement or about an evaluation. 
 
Your child will be absent from class. 
 
Want to make up class. 
 
Have a question about an upcoming performance. 
 
Who do I contact if….? 
 
I want to volunteer? Please email Christy Blake 
cblake@alaskadancetheatre.org or ask the front office and let her know the 
area in which you would like to help. 
 
I have a fund raising idea, or wish to make a donation? Please email 
Michelle Guisinger mbartell@alaskadancetheatre.org 
 
I need the latest rehearsal schedule. The rehearsals schedules are posted 
on the notice board and on the web site alaskadancetheatre.org 
 
I have a question about my bill. Please contact Tracy Nickerson, Office & 
School Manager at 277-9591, or email her at 
tnickerson@alaskadancetheatre.org 
 
I want to discuss my childÕs progress. Please contact your student’s 
instructor by calling 277-9591 to arrange a conference.  
 
I want to discuss a problem in my childÕs class. Please discuss any problem 
with your child’s teacher by arranging to meet them at a convenient time. If 
you continue to have concerns please call Alice Sullivan, Artistic and School 
Director at 277-9591, email asullivan@alaskadancetheatre.org or Michelle 
Guisinger, Executive Director, email mbartell@alaskadancetheatre.org 
 
I hear on the radio that the Anchorage School District is closed. Please refer 
to our school closure procedure on page 5. 
 
I have a suggestion. Please use the comment cards in the Lobby. 
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Studio Showcase Performances - At the end of the Fall Semester the 

Company and several classes will be featured in a Story Ballet in the Alice 
Bassler Sullivan Theatre. Audition dates will be announced during the first 
week of fall semester.  

At the end of the Spring Semester a performance will take place in the 
Alice Bassler Sullivan Theatre involving classes not taking part in the annual 
Showcase.  

 
The Nutcracker – Alaska Dance Theatre is the local dance coordinator 

for the Anchorage Concert Association’s annual presentation of The 
Nutcracker performed in the Atwood Concert Hall by Oregon Ballet Theatre. 

Oregon Ballet Theatre conducts auditions at the School with rehearsals 
being conducted by School faculty during the fall rehearsal phase. The 
visiting company conducts the final rehearsals during tech week in the 
theatre.  

The opportunity to work with a professional ballet company is a privilege 
and can aid in and inspire the development of any dancer. This production 
involves a large commitment of time on behalf of both the dancer and the 
family. Please be sure your dancer will be able to be present at all necessary 
rehearsals and performances. Registration packets are available at the 
school. Registration is required prior to the audition. 

 
Community Events – Alaska Dance Theatre is frequently asked to work 

with other arts groups. Selected classes may be asked to participate during 
the course of the year.  

 
Alaska Dance Theatre Company 

Alaska Dance Theatre holds annual auditions for eligible dancers 
enrolled in the upper levels of the Pre-Professional Division or advanced 
level adult dancers.  

The dancers selected for the Company represent Alaska Dance Theatre 
throughout the performing season at the three annual MainStage 
performances, the Out of the Box Series and at various other community 
events.  

Company dancers are required to be enrolled in the Pre-Professional 
Division II or III and be at least 14 years of age. Adults must take at least 
three ballet classes a week and attend company technique and repertory 
classes. Rehearsals are scheduled throughout the week and are intense 
during residencies or performance preparation. Collaborative projects with 
other arts organizations are planned each season. 
 
 
 

General Information Page 4 
 

Parking. The parking lot is accessible from Eagle Street. For the safety 
of the students, please follow the exit and entrance signs. Please use the 
front of the studio as a drop off zone only. It is dangerous for those students 
who are walking to their parked cars if cars are parked or idling in the drop 
off zone. Idling in the drop off zone allows fumes to enter the building. 
Please drive slowly. 

Lobby Area. The Lobby is reserved for the placement of coats and 
shoes, and for quiet activities while waiting for students. Please keep 
siblings quiet and occupied in this area to allow the students the ability to 
prepare for their classes.  

Student Foyer. The Student Foyer is reserved for students. Students 
can begin preparations for their classes or pursue quiet activities between 
classes. Please remember to clean up after yourselves and treat this area 
with respect for others. The Rasmuson Library is located in this area, as well 
as a table for students to do homework or other quiet pursuits. Students may 
talk quietly as they wait for their class to begin, however, running, loud 
talking and other disruptive behavior is not allowed. THE STAIRS LEADING 
TO THE TOP FLOOR ARE OFF LIMITS TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS. 
THE TOP FLOOR IS ONLY ACCESSIBLE WITH PERMISSION. 

Rest Rooms. The rest rooms are located on the south side of the 
Student Foyer. Both facilities have lockers, which can be used on a daily 
basis. Locks are encouraged. The rest rooms have a shower, which is for 
use by the students. Please make sure to clean up after yourself and treat 
this area with respect for others who use it. 

Floor Policy. The studio floors are one of the most important parts of 
the facility. In order to maintain these dance floors, it is imperative that dirt, 
scuffs and other non-dance shoe damage is kept to a minimum. For this 
reason NO street shoes of any kind will be allowed beyond the front lobby, 
including the Student Foyer or any of the studios. Places for shoes & boots 
are available in the front lobby. You are encouraged to bring a pair of 
slippers for use in the hallways between studios and restrooms, which can 
be kept in the front lobby cubbies. Absolutely no food or drinks are allowed 
in the dance studios. 

School Calendar. The School Division operates on a full 9-month 
academic year, with a summer session. Holidays correspond to the 
Anchorage School District (ASD) calendar. The Open Division is divided into 
fall and spring semester and summer sessions. The School is closed for 
Christmas vacation (two weeks), spring break (one week), and some ASD 
holidays. A listing of important dates is available here and on line at 
alaskadancetheatre.org. Please check frequently for important notices. 
Classes are offered daily, Monday - Saturday, during the school year and 
Monday - Thursday during the summer. Class schedules are available at the 
beginning of each semester. 
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School of Alaska Dance Theatre Schedule (subject to change) 

August 4   Returning Student Registration Begins 
August 11  New Student Registration Begins 
August 19 Auditions for Transfer Students 4:00 – 5:30  

Ballet (Ages 10+) 
August 25  Fall classes begin 
August 25 – Dec 20 Fall Semester 2008 
September 1  Labor Day (Monday) – No Classes 
September 6  Favorite Tales and Stories Audition 
September 14 Fall Gala @ ABST @ADT 4pm 
Sep. 27  The Nutcracker Auditions for Oregon Ballet 
Theatre 
October 10  Petits Pas @ ABST @ ADT 
October 18  ADT Presents @ ACPA 
Nov. 27-30  Thanksgiving Holiday School Closure 
November 28 - 30 The Nutcracker Performances 
December 7 Favorite Tales and Stories @ ABS Theater 

@ ADT 2pm & 5pm 
Dec 20   Fall Semester Ends 
Dec 21 – Jan 4 Holiday Break 
Dec 29 – 31  Spring Registration Begins and Workshops 
January 5  Classes Resume (Spring Session for School) 
January 5 – May 9 Spring Semester 2009 
January 19   Martin Luther King Jr. Day – No Classes 
February 17  President’s Day – No Classes 
February 20  Petits Pas @ ABST 
February 27 & 28 Winter Repertory Concert @ ACPA 
March 8-15  Spring Break 
April 3 Choreographer’s Showcase @ ABS Theater 

@ ADT 2pm & 5pm 
April 10  Petits Pas @ ABST 
April 25 INTERSECTIONS W/ADT & James Sewell 

Ballet @ ACPA 
May 9   Studio Showcase @ ABS Theatre at ADT 
May 9    Last Day of Classes  
May 10-16  Rehearsals for Showcase 
May 16   Student Showcase @ ACPA Atwood Hall 
 
Emergency Closures:The School follows the Anchorage Public School closures; if the schools 
are closed due to an emergency, then our classes will be cancelled. These emergency closures 
are announced on the radio in the morning. The office will endeavor to update the phone 
message if at all possible prior to any emergency closures.  
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Student Performance Opportunities 

A professional theatre experience is important to a dancer's education 
and helps build self-confidence. There are several opportunities for students 
to take part in a performance experience.  

It is important to remember that performing in a professional theater 
requires a high standard of behavior, as we are working with a professional 
crew and theater staff. Everyone - adults and students alike are subject to 
the rules of the theater. Please remember that you are representing the 
School of Alaska Dance Theatre and must be on your best behavior on 
stage, in the front of house, backstage and in the dressing rooms. 

It takes a great deal of effort and money to produce the large 
performances required to include our many talented students and display the 
quality of dancers produced at our school.  

Program advertising helps cover the cost of the program booklets. Ticket 
sales help cover the cost of renting the theater, hiring the stage crew, and 
supplying the necessary equipment.  

Production fees help cover the costs of choreography, costumes, any 
sets/props, the lighting and sound design fees.  

 
SHOWCASE, an Alaska Dance Theatre Student and Company 

Performance – Most students enrolled in the School Division for the full 
academic year, participate in the annual Showcase in May. This Showcase 
features Ballet, Jazz, and Modern Dance classes as well as performances 
by the Company.  

Rehearsals take place during class time. 
There is a $60 production fee per class, which covers the cost of 

costumes, make-up, any sets, choreographers, lighting gels, etc. that are 
part of the production. 

A photo shoot for individual and class pictures is scheduled for a Sunday 
prior to the performance. (See the calendar listing) 

Rehearsals at the theatre take place Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday 
prior to the performance with the Dress Rehearsal and performance on the 
same day. 

In January, a detailed Performance Registration Packet will be delivered 
to all eligible participants during a REQUIRED PARENT & STUDENT 
ORIENTATION. 
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Contributions 

As a nonprofit tax exempt 501 (c )(3) educational charity, Alaska Dance 
Theatre accepts contributions in any amount to help support our programs. 
Your donation can be dedicated to a particular event or program or you can 
designate it to be used where Alaska Dance Theatre needs it most. 
Donation forms are available on line or at the front office. Benefits, including 
tickets, name recognition, and invitations are dependant upon the donation 
level. Please contact Michelle Guisinger, mbartell@alaskadanetheatre.org 
for more information. 

Music Program. Contributions in any amount help pay for the 
maintenance of the pianos, purchase of sheet music for use in the studios, 
training for our pianists, pianist salaries, CD’s for Jazz and Hip-Hop classes 
and other related needs of our music program.  

 
Commissioning A Dance. Contributions to this fund help Alaska Dance 

Theatre create new works for the Company and can be designed to support 
either a guest artist residency or a Resident Choreographer’s work. 
Contributions range from $500 for partial support to $10,000 for full support 
of a work.  

 
Support a Concert. Contributions support MainStage Concerts, 

Showcase, Out of the Box Concerts and Company Lecture Demonstrations 
for the Schools. Donations can start at $1,000 for partial support and go to 
$50,000 for full support of a MainStage Concert.  

 
Adopt a Dancer. Dancers in the Company take at least 7 classes per 

week and can go through 12 pairs of pointe shoes during a performing cycle. 
This fund helps support these hard working Company members. 
Contributions typically range from $75 for one pair of pointe shoes to 
$10,000 for an entire performing year of support. 

 
Scholarships. Many students cannot financially afford to realize their 

dreams. Contributions to this program support the Financial Need and Work 
Study scholarships, as well as, programs like the Rural Cap (federally 
subsidized) Day Care, Hope Community Resources, Alaska Children 
Services classes and other activities for underserved communities.  

 
Rasmuson Dance Library 

The Rasmuson Dance Library offers books and videos about dance-
related subjects. These items are available to all dancers and their families. 
Check out is handled through the front desk. This is a wonderful resource for 
learning. Alaska Dance Theatre welcomes donations of new or used dance 
books, videos, or other items that you think other families would enjoy. 
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Registration: Registration occurs prior to each semester 

The registration process allows the student to enroll in and select the 
classes they wish to take, with assistance from our staff. It allows the School 
of Alaska Dance Theatre to gather the necessary contact information, 
provide waiver forms necessary to be signed, and to hold a student’s place 
in a chosen class.  

Returning students may register either in person or by phone, starting as 
noted in the class schedule. Phone registration is allowed only if payment is 
made in full by credit card and other requirements are met. Students new to 
the School of Alaska Dance Theatre MUST register in person during the 
registration period as noted in the class schedule. 

School Division Students, including the Pre-Professional Levels, register 
for the full academic year. Full registration fees are due at the time of 
registration. Tuition & registration fees are NON REFUNDABLE. 

Open Division Students register for a semester but may elect to pay the 
full academic year registration fee. Any registration fee is due at the time of 
registration. Tuition and registration fees are NON REFUNDABLE. 

 
Tuition: (All tuition is due at the time of registration.)  

Students may elect to pay tuition on an installment plan for a fee. 
Payments are due at pre-designated dates listed on the payment 
responsibility form, which must be completed at the time of registration. Auto 
debit payments are strongly encouraged to avoid late fees. 

School Division students, including the Pre-Professional Levels, enroll 
for the entire 9 month academic year.  

Open Division students enroll in classes offered on a semester basis.  
Encore Division students may enroll in classes on an on-going basis, or 

as offered; by semester or workshop.  
 
Financial need scholarships are available for qualifying students.  
 
One time Drop In Fees may also be available to students who wish to try 

a class or who will not be in Anchorage for any length of time. Ask the front 
office staff for details. 
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Fees 
 $60 registration fee August to August 
 $35 registration fee per semester; Fall & Spring  
 $15 August Placement Class Fee  
 $10 late fee when registering after the first week of the semester 
 $3 per payment for Tuition Installment Plans 
 $10 late fee on all late installment payments  
 $5 add/change fee for class changes initiated by the student after the 

first week of classes.  
 $30 processing fee for each NSF check. 
 $100 Charter School Billing fee per student per year.  
 $5 per quarter hour (15 minutes) for late pick-ups, after closing hours. 
 
Financial Consideration Policy 

ALL TUITION AND REGISTRATION FEES ARE NON REFUNDABLE. 
There are no refunds for missed classes, unused class cards or 
voluntary withdrawal from the school. If an emergency or debilitating 
medical circumstances prevent a student from completing a class, the parent 
or legal guardian may complete a Request for Financial Consideration form 
citing the emergency. The date of any amount of financial consideration is 
based upon the date of first direct contact with the ADT Office Supervisor 
citing the emergency. A student may be eligible for a refund or credit, 
according to a sliding scale, if eligibility criteria are met. The withdrawal 
process may take up to 30 days. During this time, the party seeking an 
approved withdrawal is responsible for payments to his/her account. All 
correspondence must be made in a timely manner. 

 
Refund / Credit Scale  

1st week  100% tuition; no registration fee refund 
2nd – 4th week 75% tuition; no registration fee refund 
5th week – midway 50% tuition; no registration fee refund 
After midway there are no refunds or credits. This includes any 

academic year class (es). 
 
Scholarships 
The School of Alaska Dance Theatre offers Financial Need, Teaching 

Assistant/Teaching Candidate, Work-Study and Intern scholarships each 
semester when funds are available. Applications can be obtained from the 
front office. Scholarship funds are raised through Alaska Dance Theatre 
events and donations from ConocoPhillips, Premera Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
Wells Fargo, First National Bank Alaska, Alaska Railroad, Totem Ocean 
Trailer Express, EXXON/Mobil and individuals. 
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Volunteering 

The Alaska Dance Theatre Board of Trustees is comprised of volunteers 
who set policy and raise funds. They welcome new members to serve on 
one or more of their many active committees. Volunteers can also help with 
chaperoning, costuming, performing events, fundraisers, office support and 
housing guests, among other possibilities. If you have skills and ideas that 
you would like to share, please talk with us. Most of all, we value your time 
working with us to promote dance education and performance in Alaska. 

The Ovation Guild is a group of people who find volunteering at Alaska 
Dance Theatre to be fun and rewarding. The members help in many areas 
with Company activities - Picking up artists at the airport, helping with 
transportation, housing, receptions and fund-raisers. Please talk to the front 
office if you are interested in joining this fun group of volunteers. 

 
Financial Support 

To continue our programming, which touches the lives of thousands of 
patrons and hundreds of students each year, we rely on financial support 
from our community. Activities during the year include: 
 

The Ovation Guild organizes the Holiday Tree event to great success. 
Trees are available for pick up in early November with all displays going up 
after Thanksgiving. The trees are auctioned off with all proceeds going 
towards the Scholarship fund. The Guild also assists with finding housing & 
transportation for guest artists, helps put on various receptions and assists in 
other fund raising activities.  
 

Program Advertising, Alaska Dance Theatre has three Company 
performances and one school performance during the 2007-2008 season. 
Program advertising for these concerts is available and is a good way to 
support Alaska Dance Theatre and your business. During Showcase, 
dedication spaces are available for sale. These dedications are a wonderful 
way to acknowledge the hard work of your student(s). 

 
Spring Raffle. This is Alaska Dance Theatre’s Spring fundraiser. 

Students and families participate by selling tickets. Tickets are drawn at 
Showcase. In addition to the grand prizes, various incentive prizes are given 
to the sellers. This raffle is a major fundraiser for the School’s operations.  
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Student Foyer 

The Student Foyer is a place for quiet activities. Many students use the 
area, so it is important to be respectful of others. This area can be used to 
study before or between classes; to stretch before class, and to begin to 
prepare mentally for an upcoming class. Loud talking, running and other 
disruptive activities are detrimental to the preparation needed prior to class 
and is distracting to other students.  

If you eat or drink something in the foyer please pick up after yourself. 
Waste receptacles are provided.  

Internet access is available in this area. Please see the front office for 
access information. This service is provided free of charge. The office staff 
uses the wireless connection in the normal course of business. Downloading 
large files will slow everyone down and may result in loss of privilege of this 
service. Downloading inappropriate and/or illegal material or other restricted 
sites will result in the loss of privilege and possible legal action.  

 
Student Etiquette 

School of Alaska Dance Theatre students are expected to conduct 
themselves in a positive manner at all times. Older students are mentors to 
younger students and should serve as role models. Negative behavior such 
as yelling, fighting, stealing, destroying, or defacing property, being under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol, using profanity or offensive language, 
being disrespectful, playing pranks or practical jokes, or engaging in 
horseplay may result in disciplinary action including suspension and/or 
expulsion from the School. Alaska Dance Theatre does not permit smoking 
in its offices or studios. Weapons on Alaska Dance Theatre grounds are 
strictly prohibited. 

In the studio please:  
•be on time, dressed and ready to dance 
•raise your hand to ask a question 
•ask your instructor, not other students, your questions 
•bring your dance supplies in your dance bag 
•leave snacks in your dance bag – no eating or drinking in the  
 studios, except closed containers of water 
•turn your cell phone off 
•be respectful of the instructor, other students and the accompanists 
•applaud at the end of class for the instructor (and accompanist) 
•enjoy your class! 

 
It is extremely important in all aspects of dance training to 

incorporate the use of touch in order to teach students how their bodies 
move. If students feel uncomfortable with any aspect of physical contact or 
touch, they and their parents are encouraged to talk to either the Artistic 
Director or their instructor. 
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Attendance  

Consistent attendance allows each student to experience progress, as 
outlined in the curriculum, and will help the student feel comfortable in 
his/her classroom environment. Students should arrive in time to adequately 
prepare for class. Lack of proper warm-up at the beginning of class could 
lead to injuries and disrupt class concentration.  

If a student is late to class, participation in the class will be left to the 
discretion of the instructor. The student may be asked to sit and observe 
class. 

Staff cannot be responsible for watching your child at anytime. PLEASE 
pick up your child promptly when class, rehearsal or other ADT activity has 
ended. A $5 per quarter hour late fee may be charged for any late pick up.  

 
Absences & Make-up classes 

Notification is appreciated if a student will be absent from class. Please 
call the front office prior to class time. 

Students must arrange make up classes through the front office in 
advance of the class they wish to take. Make ups are allowed if: 

1) There is an appropriate class level available – the same level, lower 
level or entry level (in a different discipline) classes that are not full; 

2) It is not an Observation Week; and 
3) It is within the same semester. 

 
Class Placement/Promotions 

Students are placed in a level of instruction suited to their technique and 
comprehension. 

Continuing Students: Placement is considered annually on an 
individual basis. In some cases, following a special evaluation, students may 
be moved at mid-year. It is important to leave these decisions to the artistic 
staff. Improvement is measured by physical gain, strength, coordination and 
the ability to assimilate the many academic, artistic and social elements of 
each class level.  

New or Transfer Students: Placement classes are offered at a nominal 
fee prior to the beginning of the fall semester for new students. An 
evaluation form is filled out to help our artistic staff in making a 
recommendation for placement. Students wishing to enter the program 
during the course of the year will be auditioned for placement in any existing 
class scheduled by the school director or program coordinator. 

Pre-Professional Placements: Each Spring eligible students will 
receive an invitation to audition for the Pre-Professional Division. This 
Division is designed for the student who wishes to pursue dance seriously 
and entails additional weekly class requirements. These requirements are 
listed in the invitation to audition so that students and parents understand 
the responsibilities and time commitments. 
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Viewing Privileges 

Each month during the year a week will be designated as Observation Week. 
During Observation Weeks please be respectful of all students by minimizing talking 
and movement. If siblings are observing please make sure that they remain quiet and 
seated. Visitors to the class are asked to stay for the full class period. All street shoes 
must be removed prior to entering either the Studios or the Student Foyer. 

In-Studio Observation Weeks will occur alternately with Foyer Observation 
weeks through the semester. Parents, siblings and other friends may come into the 
studio to watch the class. Photos and videos may be taken with instructor 
permission. 

Student Foyer Observation Weeks will occur three to four times during the 
semester. The blinds will be open and viewing can take place from the Student 
Foyer. Photos and videos may not be taken from the foyer. 

 
Conferences 

An optional sign-up process allows an annual Parent/Instructor conference in 
May. In addition, appointments for conferences with an instructor may be made at 
any time throughout the year. Instructors may request conferences with Parents 
and/or Students to discuss issues that may arise during the year. 

 
Substitute Teachers 

When Alaska Dance Theatre needs to schedule a substitute teacher, they may, 
on occasion, teach a related dance technique, or dance topics such as history, or 
nutrition, etc. Students may opt to take the class offered, or request a make-up class 
coupon. 

 
Private Lessons, Audition Tapes, etc. 

Individuals may request private lessons, assistance with audition tapes and 
other artistic assistance through a Request for Artistic Services form available in 
the front office. Guidelines for videotaping are also available. The Artistic Director, in 
consultation with artistic staff and the student, may approve and schedule any artistic 
services. These requests should be made well in advance of when the services are 
needed to allow for scheduling. 

 
Lost and Found 

All lost and found clothing items are placed in designated lost and found area. 
Rings, watches, etc., are held at the reception desk. Unclaimed lost and found will be 
donated to a charity at the end of each month. 

 
Security 

Alaska Dance Theatre is not responsible for damage, theft, or loss of personal 
property on facility grounds. Students should not bring money or other valuables to 
Alaska Dance Theatre. Lockers are available in the rest rooms. Students are asked 
to bring their own locks for day use only.  

 
Emergency Procedures 

The staff has been instructed in emergency safety procedures. In the event of a 
catastrophic emergency, staff will accompany the students until a parent or guardian 
picks them up.  
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Dress Code 

Wearing a uniform instills discipline, aids instruction and teaches students that 
dance class is a special place. Students are required to follow the established dress 
code.  

 
BALLET:  Female-class color leotard (below), Pink tights, Pink Ballet Slippers. 

  Male-Plain white T-shirt, Black tights, Black ballet slippers. 
Please make sure ballet shoe elastic is sewn prior to the first class 
 

Discovery/Creative Movement: Light Pink short sleeve leotard (Capezio #132C) 
Introduction to Children’s Ballet & Children’s Ballet I: Light Blue short sleeve  

leotard (Capezio #132C) 
Children’s Ballet II:  Red short sleeve leotard (Capezio 132C) 
Children’s Ballet III: Navy blue short sleeve leotard (Capezio 132C) 
Children’s Ballet IV: Burgundy short sleeve leotard (Capezio 132C) 
Children’s Ballet V:  TBA 
PreProfessional Level I: TBA 
PreProfessional Level II: TBA 
PreProfessional Level III: TBA 
Open Division Youth: Black, any style 
Open Division Adult/Teen: Black or solid color leotard of any style 

 
JAZZ: Solid, full-coverage top or leotard, tank or cap/short sleeved, or fitted T-shirt. 
Black jazz pants, to cover the waist. (No Capri pants, shorts, sweatpants, etc.) Jazz 
shoes with suede (non marking) soles. Hair must be pulled back away from the face 
and neatly secured. Appropriate jazz sneakers allowed in Intermediate and 
Advanced Jazz.  
 
CREATIVE DANCE & MODERN: Solid color leotard, black footless tights or form-
fitting exercise pants/leggings and bare feet. Hair must be pulled back from the face 
and neatly secured. Boys may wear T-shirt with non-baggy exercise pants/leggings. 
 
HIP-HOP: Wear dress code for jazz class, or solid color T-shirts with comfortable 
exercise pants. Shoes: Clean, in-door sneakers or jazz sneakers which are NOT 
worn outside.  
 
PILATES & YOGA FIT: Wear comfortable exercise clothings, and please bring a 
yoga mat, strap or towel.  
 
ADULT/YOUTH TAP: Follow Jazz dress code. Any style tap shoe, heel not to exeed 
1” in height. Tap shoes WITH screws only. For the protection of our dance floors, tap 
shoes with nails will not be allowed. All students are asked to check that their screws 
are not loose before and during class.  
 
School Division Ballet leotards, and most other dancewear may be purchased at: 
Action Apparel, 601 Northern Lights Blvd., 276-1464 
Alaska Dancer Emporium, 245 W. 5th Ave. 333-2623 
 
 


